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Programme: M. A. (History) 

Course Code: HSO-166       

Title of the Course: Environmental History of India  

Number of Credits: 4 

Effective from AY: 2018-19 

Prerequisites for the 

course: 

 It is required that the student be interested in the subject of 

History, and be ready to put in sincere efforts to  acquire  

knowledge in this area. 

 

 

Objective:  

Environmental History of India is a course on a recently 

emerged topic of great significance in the subject of History. 

This course has the following objectives: 

 

To cover in a systematic, comprehensive and critical way the 

nature, issues, problems and movements related to 

environmental history in India.  

 

To discuss various problems, issues and debates relating to 

pollution of environment, changes in resource use, 

developmental needs and impact on environment from the 

beginning till the contemporary period. 

 

To enable the students to comprehend the urgent need for 

environmental conservation, and appreciate the policy of 

sustainable development.  

 

To encourage an interdisciplinary approach to environmental 

history.  

 

To inculcate the spirit of environmental ethics. 

 

 

Content: 

 

 

 

I. Introduction: Definition of Environmental History    

Historiography - Sources. 

II. Habitats in Human History: Modes of Production and 

Modes of Resource Use  Gathering Stage to Industrial Stage. 

 

III. Man and Nature in Pre-Modern India: Hunter-Gatherer 

Societies to Agricultural Societies  the Eclectic Belief 

Systems and Cultural Ecology  Sacred Groves -  

Conservation from Above  Conservation from Below.  

 

IV. Environmental Change and Conflict in Modern India:  
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Colonial Interests on Forests, Forest Acts (1865, 1878 and 

1927) and Policies  Systematic Conservation vs. Exploitation 

Debate  Issue of Shifting Cultivation - Settled Cultivators and 

the State  Decline of Artisanal Industry  Deforestation  

Protests Against the British Forest Acts and Policies.  

 

V. Independent India: Policies towards Forestry - Forest 

Policy Resolutions and Acts (1952, 1980 and 1988) - Policies 

towards Environment - Role of NGOs - Environmental 

Movements: Chipko Movement - Appiko Movement  

Scientific Conservation of Environment - Environmental 

Ethics - Major International Environmental Conventions and 

Protocols.  

 

VI. Economic Development and its Impact on Environment: 

Agriculture - Industry - Urbanisation and problem of 

Environmental Degradation  Issue of Sustainable 

Development - Rational use of Natural Resources  Other 

Alternatives - Conflict Between Socio-Economic 

Developments and Sustainable Development - Environmental 

Pollution and Methods of Control - Wild Life Conservation: 

Animals vs. Humans.   

 

Note: Field work/Study tour and presentations related to 

environmental issues and problems in Goa/Western Ghats 

shall be a part of this paper.  
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Pedagogy: Lectures/ tutorials/assignments/self-study/seminars/field work 

based write up. 
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Learning Outcomes 

ages, from the ancient to the modern. 

restraint in ancient and medieval 

India and profligacy in Colonial and Independent India. 

 

 

resources, renewable sources of energy, and methods of 

controlling pollution. 

 

 

  


