
EGO 115 Goa: Cultural Perspectives  
 

[4 credits,    48 contact hours] 

 

Objective:  

 

This course introduces students to the complex cultural fabric of Goa. The more complex the 
historiography of a state, the more complex is its identity construction. The superimposition of 450 
years of Portuguese colonialism over the essentially Pan-Indian social base comprising Hindus, 
Buddhists, Jains and Muslims has rendered the small state of Goa a unique cultural fabric which is 
well reflected in many of its folk practices. The Post-Liberation scenario faced major issues such as 
the Opinion poll, Statehood, Language and Goan Identity. 

 

Learning Outcome:  

 

The outcome of the paper would be the sensitization of students to the cultural history of Goa. The 
students would be encouraged in conducting independent and interdisciplinary research on various 
cultural aspects of Goa.  They would also be introduced to contemporary issues of Goa, as well as, 
thoughts about the future of the State. 

 

Course Content: 

 

I. Pre and Post Liberation Goa – Socio-cultural perspectives   [10 contact hours] 

Shyam Benegal’s film Trikal 

Lambert Mascarenhas’ Sorrowing Lies My Land 

The Role of the Press in Pre-Liberation Goa 

Survey of select journalistic writings. 

 

II. Cultural Syncretism       [10 contact hours] 

Folkloristic Practices of Goa: Study of Jagor, Sontreo and Mussoll Khell. 

Study of Goan Folk/Popular theatre: Tiatr 

 



III. Contemporary Issues:       [10 contact hours] 

Problems of Tourism industry. 

Opinion Poll and Statehood 

Language and Identity 

 

IV. Contemporary Goan Writing      [8 contact hours] 

Selected poems of Manoharai Sardessai 

Selected poems of Armando Menezes 

Selected short stories of Pundalik Naik 

Selected short stories of Damodar Mauzo 

 

V. Goan Transcultural Experience:      [10 contact hours] 

Nazareth, Peter. In the Brown Mantle. 

Rangel-Rebeiro, Victor. Tivolem. 
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